
UMass Lowell Researchers Receive 
$4.8 Million Grant from Stanford 


Project Aims to 
Minimize Risk from 
Earth's Radiation Belt 

R esearchers at UMass Lowell's 
Center for Atmospheric 
Research (CAR) have received 
a $4.8 million grant from Stanford 
University to study Earth's radiation 
belts, those certain regions of the 
magnetosphere that contain fast- 
moving electrons with kinetic ener¬ 
gies of up to a million electron volts, 
which pose a serious threat to sensi¬ 
tive electronics onboard a spacecraft. 
The radiation belts extend from 
about 2,000 to 30,000 kilometers 
above the ground, where many 
communications and remote-sensing 
satellites are in orbit. 

"Because of our earlier success 
with the Radio Plasma Imager, or 
RPI, an instrument we built for 
NASA's IMAGE mission," says CAR 


Director Bodo Reinisch, "we are now 
considered the expert in the radio 
sounding of the magnetosphere. As a 
result, three years ago we teamed up 
with Stanford University and submit¬ 
ted a joint proposal to the Air Force 
Research Laboratory to build a 
'wave-particle interaction' payload 
for a satellite mission into the radia¬ 
tion belts. The Laboratory accepted 
the proposal and the project was 
awarded to Stanford, which issued 
the subcontract for $4.8 million to 
UMass Lowell." 

Stanford scientists had long 
hypothesized that lightning-generat¬ 
ed, very-low-frequency (VLF) 
radio waves—sometimes called 
"whistlers," with frequencies of a 
few kilohertz—could potentially 
reduce the population of energetic 
electrons in the radiation belts. This 
led to the idea of putting a VLF 
transmitter on a spacecraft to study 
the wave's interaction with the belts' 
ambient plasma. 



A Bodo Reinisch 


As co-principal investigator for 
the project, Reinisch is responsible 
for developing the mission's VLF 
transmitter / receiver system. "We 
have built the engineering design 

Continued on Page 2 


UML Faculty Earn Four Grants: Most 
Successful Creative Economy Campus 


U niversity of Massachusetts 
President Jack Wilson has 
announced the winners of the 
2008 Creative Economy grants, and 
UMass Lowell leads the system with 
four of 12 grants awarded. 

"The Creative Economy Fund is 
intended to provide seed funding to 
initiatives that support the contribu¬ 
tion of the arts, humanities and social 
sciences to the social and cultural 
strength of the Commonwealth," 
says Wilson. "Economic strength 
does not depend solely on the busi¬ 
ness sector and emerging technolo¬ 
gies; we must also recognize that any 
effective approach to economic 
development can not ignore the 
social, cultural and ethical dimen¬ 
sions of a healthy economy." 

UMass Lowell professors earned 
$143,000 in grants for a wide range of 
initiatives, and a $15,000 share of a 
multi-campus proposal. "It's tremen¬ 
dous to see the UMass Lowell faculty 


leading in creative economy research 
in the region," says Paul Marion, 
executive director of the Office of 
Outreach. "Both the Lowell Plan, Inc. 
and the Merrimack Valley Economic 
Development Council are pushing 
creative economy strategies with the 
help of UMass Lowell. The research 
will yield new and better products, 
services and experiences that ener¬ 
gize the economy." 

Assoc. Prof. Susan Gallagher of 
the Political Science Department 
received $43,000 to create Reading 
New England, an online, digital 
series of critical edition, landmark 
works of important regional writers 
including W.E.B. DuBois, Henry 
David Thoreau and Margaret Fuller 
that will be published by UMass 
Press. 

Assoc. Prof. Chad Montrie of the 
History Department was awarded 
$40,000 for three initiatives related to 
Continued on Page 2 



Diversity in Nursing 
Project Secures 
More than $1M 


A team of nursing faculty, led 
by Prof. Karen Devereaux 
Melillo, has secured more 
than $1 million in grant funding 
to bring more diversity to the 
nursing program. 

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services has 
awarded $894,085 for a three- 
year program to recruit, retain 
and graduate high-quality minor¬ 
ity and economically disadvan¬ 
taged nursing students. The 
Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health also has con¬ 
tributed more than $180,000 to 
a pre-entry recruitment effort 
designed to educate a more 
diverse workforce. 

"The patient population is 
becoming more ethnically diverse 

Continued on Page 4 


Memory Pill 
Works! 

Vitamins Study Shows 
Cognitive Gains 
Against Alzheimer's 

W orldwide, researchers 

are working on ways to 
delay the onset and pro¬ 
gression of Alzheimer's disease, 
and ameliorate its terrible effect 
on patients and their families. 

A research team at UMass 
Lowell has reported positive gains 
in human clinical trials using a 
particular neuroprotective formu¬ 
lation: a combination of vitamins 
and nutriceuticals, known across 
the campus as the SmartPill, 
which will be marketed as 
"Memory XL." 

Clinical trials were conducted 
with healthy, normal adults with¬ 
out dementia; on adults with early 
stage Alzheimer's, and adults in 
the late stages of the disease. 

"We have delayed the pro¬ 
gression of Alzheimer's disease 
by two years so far," says Prof. 
Thomas Shea of the Biological 
Sciences Department, who led the 
research team. "People with early 
stage Alzheimer's showed actual 
improvement on four standard 
cognitive tests. Normal adults 
show a 10 to 20 percent boost in 
memory and recall. People with 
late-stage Alzheimer's disease 
held ground for six months, with 
no adverse effects." 

The positive results match 
the performance of identical tests 
with the most common drugs cur¬ 
rently used to treat Alzheimer's. 
MemoryXL has been licensed by a 
Boston-based company, according 
to Shea, and the product will be 
available within several months. 
FDA approval is not required, nor 
is a prescription necessary. 

Prof. Robert Nicolosi and 
Prof. Eugene Rogers, both of 
the Clinical Laboratory and 
Nutritional Sciences Department, 
contributed to the early stage 
development of this product. 
Nicolosi has conducted extensive 
Continued on Page 2 
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UMass Lowell Researchers Receive 
$4.8 Million Grant from Stanford University 


unit, which is currently undergoing 
final testing," he says. "The final 
flight hardware will be fabricated at 
the Southwest Research Institute in 
San Antonio, Texas, which also built 
the earlier RPI flight instrument. The 
new unit will be the most powerful 
VLF transmitter ever flown in space. 
The mission's launch is scheduled for 
early 2010." 

Transmitting radio waves from 
an antenna embedded in space plas¬ 
ma poses special problems since elec¬ 
trons react to the electromagnetic 
field radiated by the antenna, charg¬ 
ing it to high negative voltages. 


"For our experiment, we expect 
our transmitter's 80-meter-long 
antenna to be charged to minus 5,000 
volts," says Reinisch. "To study the 
behavior of such a high-voltage 
antenna in space plasma, we have 
received a separate grant from the 
Air Force Research Laboratory for 
$1.2 million. This research is being 
led by CAR Co-Director Paul Song 
and involves many of our scientists 
in the center. For more than 40 years, 
scientists have investigated the inter¬ 
action of an antenna with the ambi¬ 
ent plasma; now our research has 
revealed mistakes in the published 
results." 

- ELA 


Continued from Page 1 

Memory Pill Works! 

research on nutritional supple¬ 
ments in mammals. Rogers investi¬ 
gated the role of folate in metabolic 
processes affecting neurons. Early 
research efforts were supported 
by institutional funding and by 
the Alzheimer's Association, a 
national health organization in 
Alzheimer care, support and 
research. 

The clinical trials were 
coordinated by Nursing Asst. 

Prof. Ruth Remington, Elizabeth 
Goodrow Kotyla, research associate 
with the Center for Health and 
Disease Research; BioMedical/ 
BioTechnological doctoral candi¬ 
date Amy Chan-Daniels; and by 
Dr. James Paskavitz, M.D., in asso¬ 
ciation with the UMass Medical 
Center Dementia Clinic. 

The Alzheimer's Association 
has awarded Shea a $240,000, 
three-year grant for further study 


to investigate whether the 
formulation can delay the onset 
of Alzheimer's. 

"We know it can delay progres¬ 
sion and that it boosts performance 
in people who do not have 
Alzheimer's," says Shea. "We'll 
investigate delay of onset by 
studying individuals with 'mild 
cognitive impairment,' a condition 
of disordered thought and memory 
that often leads to Alzheimer's 
disease within a year or two." 

The completed study results 
will be published in the American 
Journal of Alzheimer's Disease and 
Other Dementias. Shea, who pre¬ 
sented these findings at this year's 
International Congress on 
Alzheimer's disease in Chicago, is 
routinely a featured speaker at state 
and national meetings of the 
Alzheimer's Association. 

-SS 



The Alzheimer's research team included, front from left, Ruth Remington, Thomas Shea 
and Eugene Rogers; back, Mark Hines, chair of the Biological Sciences Department, 
Robert Nicolosi and Elizabeth Goodrow Kotyla. 


UML Faculty Earn Four Grants: Most 
Successful Creative Economy Campus 


the Greenway project currently 
under construction along the Lower 
Concord River. 

"The grant will fund three sepa¬ 
rate, related resources," says Montrie. 
"We'll create a guided tour highlight¬ 
ing the past use of the river and land 
in those sections, design an interac¬ 
tive web site with an overview of 
Lower Concord River history, and 
create a documentary film tracing the 
history of the Lower Concord River 
and surrounding neighborhoods." 

Asst. Prof. Mignon Duffy of the 
Sociology Department received 
$35,000 to conduct research on 
the role of the care sector in the 
Massachusetts economy. The cross¬ 
campus, interdisciplinary effort will 
quantify the paid and unpaid labor 
involved in the work of caring for 
dependents in Massachusetts, as 
well as the amount of public funding 
invested in this segment of the 
economy. 

Prof. Rachel DeMotts of the 
Regional Economic and Social 
Development Department will use 
her $25,000 grant to establish a 
UMass Lowell-sponsored fair trade 
store in downtown Lowell. "The 


store will serve as a centerpiece for 
interdisciplinary projects, community 
outreach and new course offerings," 
says DeMotts. 

DeMotts' grant will establish an 
open fall semester discussion series, 
develop a spring interdisciplinary 
undergraduate seminar on globaliza¬ 
tion, and build partnerships between 
the University, local artisan groups 
and the downtown business 
community. 

A proposal submitted by 
three UMass campuses—Lowell, 
Dartmouth and Boston—will position 
the University as a leader in growing 
the "green" economy. Under UML's 
portion of the grant, researchers— 
including Madeline Snow, David 
Turcotte, Cathy Crumbley and Ken 
Geiser—will determine the number 
and type of clean energy jobs; assess 
current and future educational and 
training needs to support the sector's 
growth; make recommendations to 
UMass, state and business leaders 
to promote the sector, and create 
an abstract for publication and 
presentation at regional and national 
conferences. 

-SE 



A Creative Economy Grant recipients include, from left, Chad Montrie, Rachel DeMotts, Mignon 
Duffy, Susan Gallagher and David Turcotte. UMass Lowell earned four of 12 grants awarded, and 
shared a portion of a fifth with two other UMass campuses. 


Sound Recording Conference Features 
Grammy Winner as Keynote 


hil Ramone, 
winner of 14 
Grammy awards 
and an Emmy during 
his illustrious career 
as a producer and 
engineer, will be the 
keynote speaker at 
the 2008 Art of 
Record Production 
Conference at UMass 
Lowell Nov. 14-16. 

"Response to the 
conference has been 
overwhelming," says 
Prof. Will Moylan, 
coordinator of the 
Sound Recording 
Technology program. 

"More than 50 academic papers and 
presentations will be shared by 
experts from Brazil, Canada, 
Norway, Finland, Australia, the 


U.K. and the United 
States." 

The University was 
chosen as host for the 
conference because of 
its well-respected 
Sound Recording 
Technology program. 
The conference makes 
its North American 
debut this year, and 
will feature sessions 
on campus and at the 
Doubletree Riverfront 
Hotel's conference 
facilities. 

For a complete 
listing of events, go 
to www.artofrecord 
production.com/ content/ view/ 
59/95/. 



A Grammy winner Phil Ramone 
will keynote the upcoming 
Sound Recording Technology 
Conference at UMass Lowell. 
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UML Choir Sings for 
Audience of Millions 


^^Wiirty members of the UMass 
I Lowell choir will perform 
I with Keith Lockhart and the 
Boston Pops in a concert featuring 
Handel's Messiah in a classic rock 
format. The concert will be record¬ 
ed and aired for millions of view¬ 
ers during PBS' holiday fundrais¬ 
ing drive. 

"This is an enormous honor 
for our students," says Paula 
Telesco, chair of the Music 
Department. "This is a wonderful 
opportunity for UMass Lowell to 
showcase the talent of our stu¬ 
dents," says Telesco. Director 
Murray Kidd and the music stu¬ 
dents will rehearse twice in Boston 
before recording the special dur¬ 
ing a 12-hour session on Sept. 21. 

Other performers include 
LaChanze of "The Color Purple," 

J. Robert Spencer of "The Jersey 
Boys," and MiG Ayesa of CBS' 
"Rockstar: INXS." 



A Paula Telesco, chair of the Music 
Department, is honored to have choir 
students perform with Keith Lockhart 
and the Boston Pops. 

General admission tickets are 
available for $55; the concert 
begins at 7 p.m. at the Cutler 
Majestic Theater at Emerson 
College, Boston. 


Sloan Foundation Funds 
Seminar Series 


W illiam Mass, director of the 
Center for Industrial 
Competitiveness (CIC) and 
associate professor in the Regional, 
Economic and Social Development 
(RESD) Department has been award¬ 
ed funds from the Sloan Foundation 
Industry Studies Program to support 
the fall CIC-RESD seminar series 
called "Globalization Challenges and 
Impacts: Local, Regional and 
National—Development, Industry 
and Labor." 

Twelve weekly seminars will fea¬ 
ture speakers such as Lisa Wong, 
mayor of Fitchburg; Bernie Lynch, 
city manager of Lowell; Meri Jenkins, 
director of the Cultural Economic 
Development Program for the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council; and 
a number of renowned scholars on 
the subject of globalization. Among 
the latter group of speakers are Dan 
Brenitz, author of "Innovation and 
the State: Political Choice and 
Strategies for Growth"; Ron Hira, 
author of "Outsourcing America"; 
Robert Pollin, director of the Political 
Economic Research Institute at 
UMass Amherst and author of a 
recent report "Green Growth, Good 
Jobs, and U.S. Economic Revival"; 
and Susan Helper, professor of eco¬ 
nomics at Case Western reserve. 

"The Sloan Foundation funding 
has enabled us to bring top-tier 
scholars and practitioners together 



A William Mass, director of the Center for 
Industrial Competitiveness (CIC) and associ¬ 
ate professor in the Regional, Economic and 
Social Development (RESD) Department 
joined Prof. Georges Grinstein in delivering 
the first of 12 lectures sponsored by the Sloan 
Foundation Industry Studies Program. 

for an exciting series of discussions," 
says Mass. 

The first seminar, on Sept. 15, 
featured Mass and Computer Science 
Prof. Georges Grinstein describing 
their successes and challenges in 
establishing a national consortium of 
major metropolitan planning organi¬ 
zations. All but one seminar will be 
held on Mondays in O'Leary Room 
500M. Buffet lunches will be served. 
One session is scheduled for 
Wednesday, Oct. 15, at the same time, 
same location. For a complete list of 
events and speakers, visit the RESD 
Department's "News and Events" 
web site. 


Milton, Fabian Lead Flu 
Study on Airborne Virus 


Evidence of Virus 
Found in Exhaled 
Breath 

C ountries around the world 
are preparing for the possi¬ 
bility of a flu pandemic, but 
vexing questions remain about 
how to prevent or reduce transmis¬ 
sion of the virus from one person 
to another. Very little is known 
about the relative importance of 
direct contact, large droplet, or 
airborne small particles for flu 
transmission. 

Prof. Donald Milton, M.D., 
of the Work Environment 
Department, is directing a series 
of studies about the fine-particle 
aerosols exhaled by influenza- 
infected subjects and the effective¬ 
ness of masks in reducing these 
aerosols. Patricia Fabian, post¬ 
doctoral fellow, is lead investigator. 
The studies are funded by the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

The virus particles exhaled 
during normal breathing could be 
more numerous and significant 
than during relatively infrequent 
coughing or sneezing, and may be 
found to play a role in transmis¬ 
sion, thus changing the previous 
considerations about preparations 
for pandemic flu. 

The new study, published in 
the online journal PLoS ONE, 
reports on the concentration of 
influenza virus RNA—a marker for 
the virus—in the exhaled breath of 
people infected with flu. The study 
team was led by Milton, Fabian 
and James McDevitt, research pro- 



A Patricia Fabian 


fessor, all in the Work Environment 
Department; with colleagues from 
the Harvard School of Public 
Health, the University of Hong 
Kong and Queen Mary Hospital in 
Hong Kong. 

Influenza virus RNA was 
detected in the exhaled breath of 
33 percent of the subjects, patients 
who were tested at three clinics in 
Hong Kong. The patients presented 
with flu symptoms, which was 
confirmed as influenza A or B virus 
by rapid test, and the onset of 
illness was within three days. 

"Other studies will investigate 
whether the airborne virus actually 
results in transmission of the dis¬ 
ease," says Fabian. "Our research 
will evaluate the effectiveness of 
surgical masks in reducing fine- 
particle exhalations, if worn by 
flu patients." 

Results of a study conducted 
on campus have not yet been 
reported. 


University Supports Local Festivals 



A The University sponsored information booths at both the Lowell Folk Festival and the 
Lawrence Bread and Roses Festival this summer. Volunteers answered questions and passed 
out merchandise to hundreds of visitors. Seen at the Folk Festival are, from left, Dana Skinner, 
director of Athletics; Sheila Kirschbaum of the Tsongas Industrial History Center; student Keith 
Courtemanche; Paul Marion, executive director of Outreach; and Sue Ann Pearson, Lowell 
Festival Foundation executive director. 
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Shopping Bags and Plastic Vats: 
the Vanguard of Campus Greening 


New Campus-Wide 
Recycling Program to 
Kick Off This Month 

O ne day very soon, maybe just 
about the time you read this, 
someone will be arriving at 
your office or workplace with a 
large white, glossy shopping bag. 
The bag, which will be plastic, 
machine-washable and all but non- 
tearable, will bear the heading, writ¬ 
ten in green, "Join the Recyclution." 
And that will be your way of know¬ 
ing that a new era in campus green¬ 
ing has begun. 


The bag, one of 3,500 to be 
distributed to every office and dorm 
room throughout the University, will 
also inform you, under the bold 
green heading, exactly what it is 
for—"ZERO-SORT RECY- 
CLABLES"—then go on from there 
to spell out what these are: office 
paper, newspapers and magazines, 
books, junk mail, aluminum, card¬ 
board, plastic and glass, and three or 
four other things. 

The day you get the bag will 
also be the last day (or close to the 
last) that your recyclable trash will 
be picked up. From that day on, it is 
expected that you will dispose of it 
yourself—in one of the 200 disposal 
sites you will find around the three 
campuses. YouTl have no trouble 
finding them; there will be at least 
one on every floor of every building, 
and at all highly-density locations. 
Each will consist of two 90-gallon 
vats, the left-hand vat for your recy- 
clables, the right-hand one for 
everything else (food waste, cloth¬ 
ing, ceramics, etc.). Into the left vat 


you will deposit the contents of your 
glossy new bag—or any other 
container you might choose to use 
instead—while into the right one 
you will throw any uneaten pizza 
crusts or old shoes you might have 
kicking around. 

The real beauty of the new sys¬ 
tem lies in that heading on the bag: 
"ZERO-SORT RECYCLABLES' 
means exactly what it says. While 
most recycling programs require 
you to separate out the paper from 
the plastic from the metal from the 
glass, the new UMass Lowell system 
asks none of that from you. Once the 
contents of your recyclable bag or 

container are dumped into 
the left-hand vat on your 
floor, your end of the job 
is done. From there, they 
are taken by truck to a 
recycling packager in 
Auburn, where they are 
poured out onto a convey¬ 
or belt, along with another 
100,000 tons of trash a 
month, then-amazingly- 
sorted automatically. From 
there they are compressed, 
bound into bales, then 
trucked to a series of other 
locations, where they are 
processed for re-use. 

"It's just so incredibly efficient. 
Almost nothing is lost," says UMass 
Lowell Assistant Director of 
Environmental Health and Safety 
Rich Lemoine, who explains that the 
process is a recent innovation, just 
arrived at this part of the country. 

It is one component, he says, of a 
four-part campus initiative devel¬ 
oped by the newly named "Green 
Team," consisting of 20-plus mem¬ 
bers—faculty, students and staff—of 
the UMass Lowell community. The 
other elements, in addition to recy¬ 
cling, are campus greening (organic 
fertilizers, cleaning products, etc.), 
energy conservation and marketing. 

"It's a very exciting moment for 
us, "says Lemoine of the new initia¬ 
tive. "But its real measure of success 
will come with the knowledge and 
participation of the campus commu¬ 
nity—faculty, students and staff. 
From today on, we need to take 
responsibility for our own trash." 



▲ Cher Hugus of the Chancellor's Office, left, samples 
a new recycling disposal site, while Tony Koumantzelis, 
center, and Environmental and Safety Assistant Director 
Rich Lemoine look on. 
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Diversity in Nursing Project Secures 
More than $1M in Funding 


every day. Hospitals recognize the 
need to provide culturally compe¬ 
tent care," says Melillo, chair of the 
Nursing Department. "Our goal is 
to increase the diversity of profes¬ 
sional nurses." 

The multi-layered and ambi¬ 
tious program aims to reach stu¬ 
dents at all levels of educational 
experience. 

Outreach in urban areas, pri¬ 
marily Lowell and Lawrence, will 
provide workshops, career fairs 
and activities for participating 
schools and other organizations. 


such as the YMCA. By engaging 
faculty and students widely in the 
outreach activities, and adding 
cross-cultural case studies to the 
curriculum, the program planners 
hope to embed diversity through¬ 
out the nursing program. 

Retention efforts will extend 
to all nursing students currently 
enrolled. They may apply for a 
diversity support program, and, if 
approved by the enrollment com¬ 
mittee, can receive a stipend and 
scholarship, a laptop computer and 
access to academic support, tutor¬ 
ing and counseling. 

Extra guidance and 
review will help gradu¬ 
ating students prepare 
for the national licensure 
examination. 

"We are reaching out 
to students who would 
have to supplement with 
outside work," says 
Melillo. "This is a major 
factor in retention, as 
many of our students are 
struggling with too 
many hours of employ¬ 
ment as they work to 
complete a rigorous and 
demanding academic 
program." 



▲ The Bringing Diversity to Nursing team includes, from left, 
Karen Melillo, principal investigator; Mary Findeisen, consult¬ 
ant; Lisa Abdallah and Margaret Knight, co-investigators; and 
Jacqueline Dowling, co-principal investigator. 


Convocation Inducts Class of 2012 



▲ Keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Jamie Washington encouraged the 1,400 new students in atten¬ 
dance at convocation to know themselves using seven criteria: conscience, compassion, 
community, competence, courage, character and commitment. Read more and visit the photo 
gallery at www.uml.edu/eNews. 


Prof. David Martins Performs on the Esplanade 

4 Prof. David Martins, left, 
performed at this year's Boston 
Pops Fireworks Spectacular, 
playing clarinet and bass 
clarinet in the nationally tele¬ 
vised show. Also pictured are 
clarinetists Aline Benoit and 
Ian Greitzer. Martins also 
accompanied the Esplanade 
Orchestra on its summer tour, 
playing in a series of major 
symphonic halls. 
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Seven Retirees Honored at Fundraiser 


Honors Fellows 
Cited for Significant 
Contributions to 
Scholarship 

T rhe University community 
will gather at the Honors 
Fellows Fundraiser on 
Thursday, Oct. 14, to recognize and 
celebrate retired faculty and staff 
who have made significant contribu¬ 
tions to the legacy of undergraduate 
scholarship at the Honors Fellows 
Fundraiser. The event, which sup¬ 
ports the Honors Endowment, 
raised $100,000 last year and was the 
largest one-day fundraiser ever held 
on campus. 

This year's Honors Fellows are: 
William Phelan, Thaddeus Osmolski, 
Rudy Deanin, Jon Hellstedt, May 
Futrell, Brack Hinchey and Mary 
Beaudry. Luong Ung, a nationally 
known Cambodian-American 
human-rights activist, author and 
national spokesperson for the 
Campaign for a Landmine-Free 




World, will also be hon¬ 
ored as the first 
Community Fellow 
The event, which 
begins at 5:30 p.m. at 
Allen House, involves a 
reception, dinner and 
speaking program. 

Tickets are $150 per per¬ 
son, and $250 per couple. 

The Honors 
Endowment helps subsi- William Phelan 
dize extracurricular 
events, such as cultural 
trips, speakers' engage¬ 
ments, for honors stu¬ 
dents, as well as research 
support and student 
scholarships. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact Honors 
Program Coordinator 
Elizabeth Donaghey at 
978-934-2920. To pur- ^ Mary Beaudry 
chase tickets, contact 
Jacqueline_Ledoux@uml.edu, or 


978-934-2236. 



▲ Thaddeus Osmolski 



▲ Brack Hinchey 



Rudy Deanin 


A Jon Hellstedt 





A Luong Ung 


A May Futrell 


Doyle Named Interim Dean of the 
School of Health and Environment 


P rovost Ahmed Abdelal has 

announced the appointment of 
Prof. Kathleen (Kay) Doyle as 
Interim Dean of the School of Health 
and Environment, (SHE). Doyle is 
replacing Dr. David Wegman, who 
resigned as dean and plans to return 
to the faculty after a one-year sabbat¬ 
ical. A national search 
for a permanent dean is 
in progress. 

Doyle has chaired 
the Department of 
Clinical Laboratory and 
Nutritional Sciences 
since 2004, and has 
directed the Medical 
Technology program 
since 1983. She has also 
been a visiting profes¬ 
sor in biochemistry at the UMass 
Medical School and a research fellow 
in pathology at Harvard Medical 
School and Massachusetts General 
Hospital. She received the National 
Scientific Research Award from the 
American Society of Clinical 
Laboratory Sciences in 1994 and in 
1997 for her work on the pathological 
effects of alcohol. 

Doyle is on the board of gover¬ 
nors for the American Society for 
Clinical Pathology (ASCP) Board of 
Registry, and is a recipient of its 
National Service Award. ASCP is the 
oldest, largest and most respected 
professional organization for labora¬ 
tory medicine. Last year, Doyle was 
nominated to the ASCP Institute 


Advisory Committee, a "think tank" 
that helps the executive board set the 
organization's agenda. 

She also serves on the board of 
directors of the Greater Lowell 
Community Foundation, is a corpo¬ 
rator for Lowell General Hospital 
and is on the boards of advisors for 
the American Textile 
History Museum in 
Lowell and Girls Inc. of 
Greater Lowell. Doyle 
received the UMass 
Lowell Francis Cabot 
Lowell Faculty Award 
for Outstanding Service 
and the Department 
Teaching Award in 2003. 

As department chair, 
she has continued to 
teach Clinical Immunohematology 
(blood banking and transfusion med¬ 
icine) and Human Biochemistry for 
undergraduates, as well as Advanced 
Pathophysiology in the graduate 
program. She received the depart¬ 
ment's Teaching Award in 2003. 
Doyle played a major role in plan¬ 
ning and developing the intercam¬ 
pus, interdisciplinary Biomedical 
Engineering and Biotechnology 
doctoral program. 

Doyle holds a B.S. in medical 
technology from UMass Amherst; 
an M.S. in biological sciences and a 
Ph.D. in chemistry/biochemistry 
from UMass Lowell. 



College of Management 
Celebrates 50 Years 


Networking Reception 
Honors Past , Previews 
Exciting Future 

^^rtie University will celebrate 
I 50 years of management 
I education at a networking 
reception on Saturday, Sept. 20 
at the Campus Recreation Center. 
Alumni, sponsors, faculty and staff 
will honor the past, celebrate the 
College of Management's growth 
as the leading business school in 
the region and hear about the 
exciting vision for the college's 
future. 

Keynote speaker Robert 
Manning '81, CEO, president and 
chief investment officer of MFS 
Investments and chairman of 
the UMass Board of Trustees, 
will talk about the College of 
Management's effect on his life 
and career. Also scheduled to 
speak are UMass President Jack 
Wilson and Chancellor Marty 
Meehan '78 and College of 
Management Dean Kathy 
Carter '78. 

"We are thrilled that Robert 
Manning will give the keynote 
address," says Carter. "Rob has a 
terrific story to tell, a story that is 
echoed among hundreds of our 
alumni. His career certainly 


demonstrates that ours is a 
'business school that works.' " 

The founder of management 
education at the University, Stuart 
Mandell, will receive special recog¬ 
nition at the event. Mandell was 
hired in 1948 as an instructor in the 
Social Sciences Department of the 
Division of General Studies at 
Lowell Textile Institute and 
worked hard to win approval 
for a degree in industrial manage¬ 
ment. His efforts eventually led 
to the creation of the College of 
Management when Lowell Tech 
became the University of Lowell. 

The lead donors to the College 
of Management building fund, 
those who have committed 
$100,000 to the effort, will also 
be honored. 

The evening starts with a net¬ 
working reception at 6 p.m. Tickets 
are $100 each, which includes a 
buffet dinner. A slide presentation 
with images from the past and 
present will run continuously 
and a student group will provide 
background music. A cash bar and 
martini bar will also be available. 

For more information or to 
purchase tickets, visit www.uml.edu / 
College / Management. 
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Two Vice Chancellors Named 


Whalen , Yestramski to 
Head Advancement, 
Operational Services 

C hancellor Marty Meehan has 
announced the addition of 
two senior administrators to 
his executive cabinet. David 
Whalen joined the University as 
vice chancellor for Advancement 
on Sept. 9 and Joanne Yestramski 
will become vice chancellor for 
administration, finance, facilities 
and technology on Sept. 22. 

These key positions were filled 
after extensive searches conducted 
by two high-level search commit¬ 
tees, assisted by nationally recog¬ 
nized search firms Korn /Ferry 
International and Leodas Search 
Group. 

Whalen has more than 20 years 
of executive-level fundraising and 
management experi¬ 
ence in regional and 
national not-for- 
profit organizations. 

During the 1990s, he 
was the regional 
director of 
Merrimack Valley 
Catholic Charities in 
Lowell and oversaw 
a dramatic expan¬ 
sion of the organiza¬ 
tion's programs in 
the area. 

For the last six 
years, Whalen has 
been the director of development 
for The Union of Concerned 
Scientists, a national advocacy 
organization that works in the 
areas of environmental and nation¬ 
al nuclear security policy. In that 
role, he led the effort to diversify 
and expand the organization's 
funding base, achieving record lev¬ 
els of increases during each year of 
his tenure. 

In addition, Whalen is an 
adjunct faculty member in the 
Heller School for Social Policy and 
Management at Brandeis 
University, where he teaches grad¬ 
uate-level courses in strategic phi¬ 
lanthropy and not-for-profit man¬ 
agement. 

He has a B.A. from 
Georgetown University, an 
M.S. from the University of 
Massachusetts Boston and an 
M.B.A. from Brandeis. 

"Mr. Whalen is excited about 
the prospects for growing the 
University's endowment," says 
Meehan. "We are fortunate to have 
him as a member of our leadership 
team and I look forward to work¬ 
ing with him to build much need¬ 
ed resources for the University." 


Yestramski's newly created 
vice chancellor's position will inte¬ 
grate the entire operational servic¬ 
es of the campus including admin¬ 
istration, finance, facilities and 
technology. The creation of the 
position was based on findings 
from an organizational audit and 
faculty oversight committee that 
determined the University would 
be better served if these areas were 
led by one vice chancellor. 

Yestramski, a 1976 graduate of 
the University of Lowell, has a 
long and accomplished career in 
financial management, administra¬ 
tion and information technology 
services. She has spent the last 12 
years working in the field of higher 
education, at both public and pri¬ 
vate institutions in New England. 

Since 2001, she has served as 
the chief financial officer and treas¬ 
urer of the University of Maine, a 


public university system with more 
than 45,000 students and seven 
campuses located throughout the 
state. Prior to that, she was vice 
president of finance and treasurer 
at Bentley College. 

She also has worked in similar 
capacities at the Providence 
Journal, Museum of Science in 
Boston, BioTechnica International 
and KPMG Peat Marwick. 

Yestramski earned an M.B.A. 
from Texas A&M University. She is 
a certified public accountant and a 
member of the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants. 

"Ms. Yestramski's leadership in 
finance, facilities and information 
technology make her the perfect 
match for this critical position," 
says Meehan. "She has a proven 
track record of enhancing financial 
and operational services such as 
facilities and information technolo¬ 
gy to better serve the faculty, staff 
and students." 



Asteroid Named in Honor of 
UMass Lowell 

Space Rock Measures Several Miles Wide 

A n asteroid circling the Sun between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter and 
measuring 2.5 to 5.5 miles across has been named in honor of UMass 
Lowell. The International Astronomical Union (IAU) in August offi¬ 
cially christened minor planet No. 7806 as "Umasslowell" in recognition of 
the University's academic and scientific achievements. 

Asteroids are solid, rocky bodies thought to be remnants from the for¬ 
mation of our solar system some 4.5 billion years ago. They range in size 
from small pebbles and boulders to the size of islands hundreds of miles 
across. 

The official citation for 7806 Umasslowell, published in Minor Planet 
Center Circular No. 63639, reads: "The University of Massachusetts at 
Lowell is an educational and research institution with roots dating back to 
the 1890s. UMass Lowell faculty and students conduct pioneering work in 
such fields as nanotechnology, advanced polymers, life sciences and radar 
imaging." 

"This is a unique honor for 
UMass Lowell," says Chancellor 
Marty Meehan. "We're grateful to 
the international astronomical com¬ 
munity for this special recogni¬ 
tion." 

The IAU, through its 15-mem¬ 
ber Committee on Small Body 
Nomenclature, is the scientific 
organization responsible for the 
naming of small bodies in the solar 
system, such as asteroids and 
comets. In the case of minor plan¬ 
ets, for centuries they have tradi¬ 
tionally been named after mytho¬ 
logical figures and geographical places, as well as renowned scientists, 
poets, composers, artists, novelists and other prominent personalities. 

Before an asteroid name becomes official, it goes through the IAU's rig¬ 
orous evaluation and approval process. "Asteroid names are normally pro¬ 
posed by the discoverers, but other proposals are sometimes considered," 
says Dr. Brian G. Marsden, director of the IAU's Minor Planet Center at the 

Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics 
in Cambridge. "If even one committee member 
objects strongly to a name, it is likely to be 
rejected. Most names get approved because not 
even a minor objection is voiced." 

According to Marsden, of the nearly 14,700 
names that had been given so far to asteroids, 
only about 300 have been bestowed to insti¬ 
tutes, observatories and universities. Thus, 
UML joins a small number of prestigious insti¬ 
tutions of higher learning worldwide that have 
been honored in this manner. In the U.S., these 
include Princeton University, UC Berkeley, 
Harvard, Brown, Caltech, MIT and Cornell. 
Umasslowell revolves around the Sun at an 
average distance of 226 million miles and takes 3.8 years to complete one 
orbit. According to the MPC Circular, the asteroid was discovered on 
October 26, 1971, by Czech astronomer Lubos Kohoutek at Hamburg 
Observatory in Germany, and was given the provisional designation 1971 
UM. Many people remember him as the discoverer of the famous Comet 
Kohoutek in 1973. 

Asteroid 7806 Umasslowell is currently about 202 million miles from 
Earth. It shines very dimly at magnitude 18.7, near the star Antares, and lies 
close to the boundary of the constellations Scorpius and Ophiuchus. One 
would need a fairly large telescope and a sensitive electronic camera to 
record its tiny, star-like image. For more technical information about 
Umasslowell, including an interactive diagram of its orbit, visit the Solar 
System Dynamics website of NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory at 
http: / / ssd.jpl.nasa.gov/ sbdb.cgi?sstr=7806;orb=l;cov=0;log=0#orb. 

The asteroid's name was proposed by Edwin L. Aguirre, a former 
associate editor of Sky & Telescope magazine who is now the science and 
technology writer at UMass Lowell, and his wife, Imelda B. Joson, Sky & 
Telescope's former photo editor. 



▲ A close-up view of a typical 
asteroid. NASA's Galileo space¬ 
craft took this portrait of 
asteroid 951 Gaspra in 1991. 



▲ This image of asteroid 7806 Umasslowell 
(circled) was captured on September 9 by 
astronomers Giovanni Sostero and Ernesto 
Guido in Remanzacco, Italy, using a remotely 
controlled 14-inch telescope and CCD 
camera in New South Wales, Australia. 
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Kids Explore, Invent and Experiment at DesignCamp 



A Andrew Primeau, 11, of Lowell 
poses with his mechanical gizmo 
at the "Electric Jungle" workshop. 



A Eleven-year-old Jake Vieira, a 
sixth grader at Wilmington Middle 
School, proudly shows off his 
mechanical creation. 


Summer Program 
Attracts Nearly 550 
Future Engineers 

A nimatronic creatures, helium 
airships, remote-controlled 
submarines and interactive, 
virtual-reality worlds. These are just 
some of the hands-on projects that 
nearly 550 middle and high school 
students from more than 50 towns in 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire and 
other states were engaged in at this 
year's DesignCamp, UMass Lowell's 
innovative summer science and engi¬ 
neering enrichment program. 

Offered each July since 2000 by 
the Francis College of Engineering's 
Future Engineers Center, 
DesignCamp offers a wide range of 
project-based workshops for students 
in grades 5 to 11. This summer it con¬ 
ducted 16 workshops in four, week- 
long sessions. The topics include 


electronics, mechanical design, robot¬ 
ics, computer programming, aerody¬ 
namics, chemistry, biology, architec¬ 
ture and marine engineering. 

"It's our biggest year ever," says 
Douglas Prime, the Center's execu¬ 
tive director. "Last year we created a 
really exciting new workshop 
designed to attract more girls. It's 
called 'Electronic Fashion and Bling,' 
and it's intended to engage students 
in designing and creating wearable 
electronic clothing and other acces¬ 
sories that have embedded microcon¬ 
trollers to control sensors, lights and 
voice recorders. Their projects 
include, for example, a backpack that 
talks when you open it, a hat that 
displays your mood with colored 
lights, and a fortune-telling T-shirt 
that answers yes or no questions — 
just like the old Magic 8 ball!" 

For the past several summers, 
girls have comprised more than 33 
percent of the camp's enrollment, 
which represents a five-fold 
increase since its first year of 
operation. "This year we 
offered four girls-only sessions, 
which proved very popular," 
he says. Another new feature at 
DesignCamp was "Interactive 
Worlds," which encouraged 
boys and girls to use Game 
Maker software to learn basic 
video game design and create 
interactive, animated computer 
worlds and games. 

Three years ago, the camp 
also launched DC High Tech, a 
series of advanced, two-week 


pre-engmeermg 
programs for its 
most talented 
campers, who 
demonstrate 
serious interest 
in science and 
technology and 
would like to 
have real-world 
engineering 
experience. 

DC High 
Tech Product 
Design teaches 
students how to 
use SolidWorks 
3-D modeling 
software to 
design LED flashlights and compos¬ 
ite baseball bats that they manufac¬ 
ture and test in the camp's labs. In 
the DC High Tech Electronics pro¬ 
gram, students learn how electronic 
components and integrated circuits 
work, and use them to build mini 
projects like timer circuits, iPod 
audio amplifiers and motor-control 
circuits. For their final projects, they 
design and manufacture assistive- 
technology products for physically 
disabled youngsters at the Franciscan 
Hospital for Children's Kennedy Day 
School in Brighton. 

DesignCamp is supported by 
Raytheon, the Noyce Foundation, 
Mark Gelfand and Barbara Goldman, 
Tyco Electronics, 3M Touch Systems, 
Millipore, and EMC Corporation, as 
well as the Cabot Corporation, Wyeth 
Pharmaceuticals, ISPE, and the 


UMass Lowell WISE program. 

And, in June, Goodrich Corp.'s ISR 
Systems in Chelmsford signed a four- 
year, $100,000 commitment for the 
Future Engineers Center and 
DesignCamp. 

"DesignCamp was once again a 
tremendous success," says Prime. 
"Our hands-on, open-ended design 
process is very different from what 
students normally encounter in 
school. The number one comment we 
hear over and over again from kids 
is, 'I get to create and build my own 
ideas!' Sparking interest in math and 
science at an early age is the key to 
encouraging students to consider 
careers in science, technology, engi¬ 
neering and math." 

For more information about the 
program, visit www.designcamp.org. 



A Fifteen-year-old Maggie Prentice, left, and Lauren Tice 
of Concord work on their projects at DesignCamp s 
"Electronic Fashion and Bling" workshop. 


Facilities Reorganization Follows Advisory 
Committee Recommendations 


D on Lampron has been 

named interim director of 
Maintenance and Trades in 
the Facilities Department, an orga¬ 
nizational change recommended 
by a Facilities Review Advisory 
Committee established last fall by 
Chancellor Marty Meehan. 

Jean Robinson, formerly direc¬ 
tor of Athletic Facilities, has been 
named interim assistant director of 
the revamped organization. 
Lampron had been managing of 
the Trades group since January. 

Tom Costello, interim chief 
facilities officer, says, "As part of 
this reorganization, there will be 
fewer people reporting directly to 
the chief facilities officer and more 
managers of what we believe are 
coherent groups." 

One result of this reorganiza¬ 
tion, he says, is that the housekeep¬ 
ing and grounds operations of all 
academic and residential spaces 
will come under Housekeeping in 
Facilities. Prior to this, residence 
halls were managed by Residence 


Life and all other buildings came 
under Facilities. 

"Now we'll have standard poli¬ 
cies and procedures, and employ¬ 
ees can move between those two 
areas. Before, we had two different 
groups with different policies 
reporting to different people. This 
change was one of the recommen¬ 
dations made by the Advisory 
Committee." 

Lampron will oversee all phases 
of Maintenance, including Power, 
Trades and Building Services. 

"We want Facilities to operate 
like a business, with all members 
of the University community 
being considered as customers," 
Lampron says. "Our goal is to 
develop a better relationship with 
these customers and improve our 
overall accountability, efficiency 
and levels of service." 

One of his major goals, he 
adds, is to develop standard 
operating procedures throughout 
the University for all Facilities- 
related issues. 


Mary Jo Leahey Symphonic Band 
Camp Celebrates Its 11th Year 



A Mary Jo Leahey, front center, stands alongside Assoc. Director of University Bands Debra 
Nicole Huber and Chancellor Marty Meehan to celebrate the 11th year of the Symphonic Band 
Camp that bears her name. Leahey graduated from the State Teacher's College at Lowell in 
1937 and decided to give back to her alma mater 50 years later, which has since been 
renamed UMass Lowell. She became the main benefactor of the week-long camp. The Mary 
Jo Leahey Symphonic Band Camp offers more than 100 students the chance to sharpen their 
instrumental skills in concert band, jazz band and small ensembles. 
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Healey Grant Winners for 2008 Announced 

$17,000 Awarded for 
Research Projects 

F our projects by eight UMass 
Lowell faculty members from 
five different departments 
have been selected for funding 
under the Joseph P. Healey 
Endowment Grants program, 
which supports research and schol¬ 
arly activities that "enhance the 
quality of the academic and intel¬ 
lectual life at the University, prima¬ 
rily through subventions to faculty 
to increase research and scholar¬ 
ship potential." 

The projects were chosen from 
a pool of 12 applications, with a 
total of $17,000 in funding avail¬ 
able. All four received equal fund¬ 
ing of $4,250. 

This year's faculty recipients 
and their project proposals are: 

• Asst. Prof. Cindy Chen 
(Computer Science), "A Spatio- 
Temporal Knowledge Discovery 
System for Nuclear Physics 
Application" 

• Asst. Prof. Ellen Wetmore (Art), 

"The Joys of Motherhood" 

• Asst. Profs. Ashleigh Hillier 
(Psychology) and Gena Greher 
(Music), "Evaluation of an 
Interdisciplinary Music 
Intervention for Adolescents and 
Young Adults on the Autism 
Spectrum" 


A Computer Science Asst. Prof. Cindy Chen 
was among the faculty recipients of this 
year's Joseph P. Healey Endowment Grants. 

• Asst. Profs. Michaela Colombo, 
Patricia Fontaine, Elizabeth 
Bifuh-Ambe and Vera Montuori 
Ossen (Graduate School of 
Education), "Improving 
Academic Literacy for Fourth- 
Grade English Language 
Learners" 

"The grants' review committee 
gave priority to projects that 
demonstrated potential for external 
funding and involved newer facul¬ 
ty," says Interim Vice Provost for 
Research Partha Chowdhury. 


Professor Works with Indian Company 
on Sustainability 

Accounting Prof. George Joseph, 
center, will travel to India to work 
with Tata Steel, a division of one of 
that nation's largest companies, on 
the use of management accounting 
tools to integrate sustainability into 
its operations. Joseph, shown here 
with Accounting Department Chair J. 
Stephen Collins and College of 
Management Dean Kathryn Carter, 
received a grant from the Foundation 
of Applied Research of the Institute of 
Management Accountants to conduct 
the study. 


E00 Continues Efforts to Attract Diverse 
Work Force, Students to University 


I t may have been summer, but 
Equal Opportunity and Outreach 
didn't take a vacation from its 
efforts to attract diverse people from 
across the Commonwealth to work 
and study at UMass Lowell. 

Over the last few months, EOO 
was involved in a number of efforts 
designed to continue to raise UMass 
Lowell's profile in diverse communi¬ 
ties. Among the most visible was at 
the Comcast Latino Festival at 
Fenway Park, presented by the 
El Mundo Boston newspaper and 
Boston Red Sox in July. The event 
brought diverse people from around 
the region to the ballpark for a day 
of family-friendly activities and 
exhibits. 

UMass Lowell was a sponsor of 
the festival, which helped get the 
University's name out to attendees, 
both up in lights on the Jumbotron 
and at a booth on the field. There, 
visitors could find out about job and 
academic opportunities at UMass 
Lowell. EOO also provided tickets to 
the event for 60 prospective students 
through Admissions. 

"It was another event to put our¬ 
selves on the horizon in diverse com¬ 
munities," says Oneida D. Blagg, 
EOO director, adding that it is 
important for UMass Lowell to be 
present and show interest in such 
communities to make the case that its 
efforts to attract workers and stu¬ 
dents are genuine. 

Also this summer, EOO and 
University administrators met with 
representatives of the Mashpee 
Wampanoag tribe to discuss how 
UMass Lowell offers the tribe's mem¬ 
bers a place where they can work 
and study. Participants included 
Angela Schwann, director of the 
group's Work Incentive Program, 
and Janice Falcone of the Indian 
Center of Boston and commissioner 
of the state's Commission on Indian 
Affairs. UMass Lowell was repre¬ 
sented by Blagg and other EOO staff. 
College of Management Dean 


Kathryn Carter, College of 
Engineering Dean John Ting, Dean 
of Enrollment and Student Success 
Thomas Taylor, Executive Vice 
Chancellor Jacqueline Moloney and 
Engineering faculty members Linda 
Barry and John Duffy. 

Moloney was interviewed recent¬ 
ly by The New York Times for a 
piece on hiring a diverse workforce. 
It's the second time in less than a 
year that the University is being fea¬ 
tured in the Times for its efforts to 


A Equal Opportunity and Outreach was a 
sponsor of the Comcast Latino Festival at 
Fenway Park, and had a table on the ballparks 
"Big Concourse." Shown at EOO s booth are two 
job-seekers, along with Assistant Director of 
Admissions Shyrea Thompson, center, and Equal 
Opportunity Associate Rebecca Hall, right. 

recruit diverse workers. "That is 
another way for us to appear in 
diverse areas," Blagg says. 

UMass Lowell is also recruiting 
potential employees with diverse 
backgrounds at two upcoming 
events. This month, the University 
will be sponsoring in a Latino career 
fair in Boston in partnership with 
El Mundo Boston. In October, UMass 
Lowell will be a sponsor of the 
Commonwealth Career Discovery 
Expo, also in Boston, with other state 
schools 
and agencies. 

To spread the word on campus 
about the University's mission to 
increase diversity, EOO produced 
and aired public service announce¬ 
ments with WUML, 91.5 FM this 
summer. All three can be heard at 
www.uml.edu/ equal. 
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